REASSURING THE RESOURCEFULNESS

Since inception of AREDS, students and researchers from abroad go over to AREDS to get familiar with the Indian way of life in terms of social, political, economical and cultural development and get their treasure house of knowledge enriched and their bond with fellow human beings living on other lands across the globe reinforced. 

The year 2008 witnessed one more visit of students from abroad as part of their studies. On 9.6.2008, six students -six females and a male- visited AREDS. They were given a warm welcome by AREDS team. They are all student from SOS of      University of France. Their project is to build eco-san in their country. 

Day one – 9.6.2008:

The students expressed the following areas as their point of interest to know about in Indian context:

· Micro Credit

· Environment and Agriculture

· Global features of Indian socio-politico and economic development

· Position of women in society

Input given by Mr. Samy as the background:

“Development is not evolved itself, elsewhere in the world but, initiated with human endeavour. Development means break open. When we develop something, we destroy something and create a new one. We break open something that envelops to develop. There are four kinds of approaches towards development:

1. Charity: By charity, we help the people to get their immediate relief but remain in darkness for longer time. It gives an outlet to our pained emotion and helps us emotionally relaxed and satisfied. It warrants immediate response to whatever we witness pathetic or needy or deprived and it never allow us to think about the root-cause of the problem or sufferings. 

2. Community development: This is also the same as charity but executed with the community’s participation. Here also, we do not question on the root-cause. 85% of money allocated for development is spent on charity and community development only.

3. System and Structural development: The social system and the governing structure are the root-cause of all the problems in the society. If we question it, we can build the right alternative system and structure for the real development of the society. 

4. Building people’s movements: When people engage themselves in social movements, they tend to love fellow human beings irrespective of colour, caste, creed and race. Mighty movements of the people only will overthrow the old system and structure and build a new system. But, 15% of money allocated for development is spent on the latter.

Launching movements and building new structures and system does not mean it versus charity and community development.  Charity and community development are part of building new system.”
Then Mr. Samy explained the evolution of caste system in India briefly. Since the students were not familiar with caste system and all, the atrocities, oppressions and injustice showered on the dalit communities by the upper caste people, the Brahmins in particular, are unbelievable to them. They, with much questions lingering on their mind, went to different villages to spend a night and a day with a stranger family. 

Day two – 10.6.2008:  

The students spent the entire day time with the villagers in order to get experiential learning.

Day three – 11.6.2008: 

On the third day, the students reflected their learning from the exposure:

· We lived in under privileged, Indian families and it is entirely new to us

· We would like to help the people but, we do not know how

· The way of cooking, unlike in Europe, is very laborious 

· The quality of their life should change

· We really felt difficult due to the absence of verbal communication

· We do not want their tradition to be changed

· People simply throw the wastes on the streets

· We find disabled persons left uncared for on the streets. They must be taken care of

· Old people are also living without proper care from their wards 

· Sanitation and health must be improved

· Women are conservative. They must be emancipated 

Mr. Samy correlated each of their finding with socio-politico and economic contexts. He explained that everything is interrelated and come under the purview of Dalit Liberation, Labour Rights and Human Rights. He illustrated that food was available 5 times to feed the present universal population and  only the economic policies of the governments hindered equal distribution of food, land and labour. He emphasized on the need of Global level lobbying to establish equal distribution system. 

In the evening, the students went to witness the cultural programmes organized AREDS in Pamparamarathupatti – a dalit village. The cultural team of AREDS sang awareness songs and performed street plays based on different real life incidents of oppression on dalit men, women, adolescent girls and workers by upper caste Hindus across the state. 

Students’ Feedback on the programme: If it was performed in France, the audience would have been moved to tears and would have been motivated to rise against oppression and suppression. 

Day four – 12.6.2008: 

The students interacted with the women leaders of SWATE.

Evaluation: The students reflected their learning, finding and final feedback on their exposure:

· We were very happy in all these four days discussing a lot

· We understand the Indian situation comprehensively

· We have been in India for the two weeks but, these four days are enriching to us

· The answers to why and how the Indian people live are inferred from our experiential learning

· Staying with absolutely strange, Indian family is very new but encouraging to us

· From the interaction with the women leaders we come to learn that they are courageous and burning with fighting spirit to change the society

Interaction with women leaders is very impressive

