Seminar on International Human Rights Day

Date: 19.12.2008

Venue: Kaveriyammal hall – Karur

Though it is 61 years after India has become independent and though it has ratified the UN convention on Human Rights, human rights violation is common in India. Therefore, in order to make the people deprived of human rights aware of the rights and enable them to fight for retrieving their rights, Dalit Land Rights Awareness Movement (DRALM), joining hands with the other AREDS-initiated people’s movements organised a seminar on the 10th of December – which is the International Human Rights Day – at Karur.
Representatives from Society of Women in Action for Total Empowerment (SWATE), Dalit Land Rights Awareness Movement (DRALM),  People’s Development Movement (PDM), Karur District All Labourers’ Union (KADALU) and Forum for Restoration of Water and Livelihood Resources (FPWLR), Tulir Talir Students Movement (TTSM), eminent lawyers and human right activists addressed in the programme. 
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Ms. Christy – the state secretary of Women’s Front:
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“To live with dignity is the human right. To live with dignity, human should have the right to livelihood resources. They should have the right to be employed. Employment is the only means for earning money – the basic need for the survival. Before the eyes of rights, all humans are equal. Nobody is inferior to anybody else, by birth. Laws and Acts have been legislated and implemented just to ensure these basic rights. In reality, we are still following the discriminative practices. 
Though we are surrounded by technological developments, socially we remain backward 100 years back. There are no chances left to the Dalits to live with basic human rights. Uthapuram incident is an example to this. However, we say that ours is a independent nation and sovereign state. Domestic violence prevails everywhere on women, who constitute 50% of the national population. Female children are trafficked and forced in to prostitution. Child labour is present, though there are laws against it. But, we still call our nation an independent one.  
Even newspapers do not give due importance to the International Human Rights Day. They focus mainly on the genocide that took place in Mumbai recently. When the citizens of India are divided among them by caste, religion and the like, when the savagery is unbound on the weaker section by the stronger elements, it is easier for the notorious outsiders to enter in to our nation and kill our people. We are lacking strength. The failure of the government system is responsible for this genocide. We, on behalf of Women’s Front would like to register this statement, here. 
The government is acquiring fertile lands for Special Economic zone, leaving the livelihood of hundreds of thousands of people at stake. Hypocritically, it announces that through SEZ 50000 people will get employment opportunities in 7 years. Destroying the natural resources and announcing schemes of free distribution of articles, it says it is for alleviating poverty. Hence, the advent of Women’s Front – to put an end to the corrupt politics that racked the nation for 61 years. 
Women will take the lead in politics for the welfare of the entire nation. Karur district has a very good base for Women’s Front, since SWATE has been functioning for a long period here. If you do not vote the right party to the power, no doubt, violence on the Dalits and the innocent people will continue. Human right is our birth right; let us uphold it.”

[image: image4.png]


Mr. Jeevanantham, a lawyer, said that the very first president of the Human Rights Commission that was formed in 1948 was a woman. Further, he said that it would be easier for the people to achieve the demand when they fight collectively and it would be difficult, when they fight individually. He also pointed out that the NGOs only trained the lawyers on human right perspective and motivate them to fight for human rights. 

Besides, other representatives of people’s movements also spoke. The AREDS Cultural team performed a cultural programme.    

