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The women taking to streets and public spaces began with the Pada Yatra in 1990, with the objective of educating villagers on the rights of the girl child. It was their first experience organizing such an event. Pada Yatra went on for three days and at the end, the women felt the need to stay together and this feeling materialized into the formation of SWATE.

Like the 1990 Pada Yatra for the rights of the girl child, the 1991 rally was a pivotal collective experience that built unity amongst SWATE women. Every year since, SWATE members have met on International women's Day to address the relevant issues, pass resolutions and hold a public rally. Issues addressed have included environmental abuses, communal violence against women, female infanticide, sexual objectification of women in advertisements and films, compulsory marriage and dowries, land and house deed issues, girl child education, illiteracy, and trade in illicit alcohol. Once they decided to speak out on the issues of atrocities against women in public, SWATE women recognized their obligation to break the code of silence by confronting harassment and abuse of women and girls in their own communities.

The capacity of SWATE to address the issues of atrocities on women and children has increased since that time, largely due to increased vigilance of members to act promptly and to support each other even in dealing with personal problems. That the government officials and the police have now come to realise that SWATE is a force to reckon with has increased the morale and confidence of its members. 

Over the next few years, SWATE steadily grew from being an organisation primarily concerned with solving village problems into a nascent political women's movement. SWATE engendered unity among women from different villages and castes by organising them around issues that were broader than the local ones the sangams usually dealt with, issues such as local impacts of global trade agreements, or the objectification of women in mass media. People began to see the social and political root causes that underlay the lack of basic amenities and perpetuated caste oppression, such as economic inequity, landlessness, political corruption, and lack of access to education. These, they see, not merely the lack of basic amenities themselves, but fundamental obstacles to women's and village development. 

Violence Against Women
In 1992, SWATE members began to address violence against women. In collaboration with AREDS, SWATE developed a theater piece called "Mouna Oulangal," (The Silent Cry). The stylized play, through movements and song, depicted the violent deaths women undergo through the life cycle in the Indian. It showed an abortion of a female fetus, female infanticide, bride burning over dowry debt, and rape leading to suicide. The process of creating awareness and initiating discussion on the subjects dealt with by the play followed the performance in the villages concerned. 
        
 The play itself was the product of a process of awareness rising carried out amongst SWATE women. AREDS women's organizers and seventeen SWATE members attended a statewide women's conference on violence against women. They were deeply touched by the issues discussed. When they returned, they organized a three-day training programmed on behalf of SWATE on Violence Against Women. Three of four members from each Sangam participated in this programme. They discussed the different kinds of violence that women experience throughout their lifetimes. Their stories became the basis for the vignettes in Mouna Oulangal. 

                 "The women realized how violence had visited every woman present. Yet they had never spoken about it. They reflected that all villages and women share the problem, whether or not they are willing to recognize the issue. The women felt that this was the kind of issue on which they should no longer be silent." 

         Once they decided to speak out on the issue of atrocities against women in public, SWATE women recognised their obligation to break the code of silence by confronting harassment and abuse of women and girls in their own communities. SWATE was to learn, however, that solving these kinds of issues was much more trying than repairing the water pump. The Woman's road to justice is a difficult one. It took time for SWATE to recognize that women who have been victimized and seeking justice need support to overcome threats, and legal and financial obstacles. The capacity of SWATE as an organization to address atrocities has increased since that time, largely due to increased vigilance of members to act promptly and to support each other even in dealing with personal problems. That the government officials and the police have now come to realise that SWATE is a force to reckon with has increased the morale and confidence of its members. In addition, the growing economic viability of SWATE enables the organization to support women who wish to pursue cases of sexual violence in court. 
 
Anti liquor Actions
During 1995, the lead issue was the sale and production of illicit liquor, called arrack. SWATE women felt that many of the social problems that they had been fighting against liquor were due to the abuse of arrack. At the same time, they recognised that the root causes of illicit production and consumption were social and economic.  Arrack production is a big business and highly profitable.  The grain alcohol is cheap to make, potent and highly addictive once chemicals and even barbiturates are added. The producer makes his money and keeps his hands clean by getting villagers to sell the alcohol for him. The police are paid off to look the other way.

The initiatives and actions taken by the members of SWATE to prevent the sale of arrack in their villages, the SWATE Sangam threatened the interests of the rich and powerful individuals and the corrupt police personnel.. SWATE also demanded enforcement by the police authorioties of laws against illicit alcohol production. SWATE's persistence in continuing with the anti-liquor campaign was an indication that it had gained enough social strength to take on those with money and those with official power. The anti-arrack campaign that began with a public rally was followed up with the strategy of making change at household and village levels, with coordination among Sangam.

The approach of public campaigns is to carry out coordinated and sustained activities in all of the villages. After the launching of the campaign, all the Sangam formed an "Anti Liquor Group" in their village, which hold public meetings and deal directly with those selling liquor in their villages. The impact of the effort in each village could be monitored and improved through reports and discussion at each quarterly SWATE meeting. 

Because SWATE campaigns cover a wide area, though still basically village based, their effects can be sustained and felt more closely through the Sangam.

Changing Caste Relations
The changing role and self-image of women had a significant impact on social relations among women of different caste groups. In many sangams, caste divisions and separation among members lessened with the realisation of their common oppression as women. New feelings of solidarity proved stronger than the old and unquestioned tradition of caste separation. These changes did not come about easily, but took time and needed continuation nurturing. 

