State-level action against Dalit atrocity happened in Thinniam village near Lalgudi in Trichy District in Tamil Nadu. 

Issue - Two Dalits, Mr. Murugesan and Mr Ramasamy, were branded with hot irons and forced to eat human faeces by the upper caste Subramani which is an inhuman and most brutal act.
Thinniam, a village near Lalgudi, 20 Kms away from Trichy district consists of upper caste families and in addition 275 Dalit families. The incident, which occurred on 21st of May 2002, came to light. The two Dalits of Thinniam village Mr. Murugesan and Mr. Ramasamy were forced to eat human faeces for their accompanying another Dalit Mr. Karuppaiah who went tom-toming the misdeeds of a former upper caste panchayat president who refused to return a bribe Rs. 2000 that she took for providing a group house to Karuppaiah’s sister in the village. 
Subramani demanded an apology from Karuppaiah and wanted to know as to who had instigated him to do so. When he refused to oblige he was beaten with slippers and kicked by those present. Even after Karuppaiah fell at their feet begging forgiveness, nothing helped. The ire of high caste men then turned against Murugesan and Ramasamy who accompanied Karuppaiah during his tom-toming. Hearing that the upper caste men were searching for them, Ramasamy went and fell at the feet of Subramani begging forgiveness. Subramani called Murugesan who was standing at a shop near his house and closing the gate demanded to know who was responsible for Karuppaiah’s action. Murugesan’s lower front tooth broke when he was pushed to the ground. Subramani then branded Murugesan on his right elbow and on his neck with a heated iron rod while Ramasamy was branded above his left knee. At subramani’s order, Ramasamy and Murugesan went about tomtomming that Karuppaiah’s earlier message was wrong. Subramani then forced the duo to feed each other dried human excrement.  Ramasamy and Murugesan meekly obeyed when they were threatened with being branded again. 
Fear of Subramani is not providing them employment - both being agricultural labourers - kept them from going to the police to take action against this inhuman and brutal act and was slowly making them think of reaching a compromise with the upper castes. 
Though SCs had many laws to protect them, ignorance made them suffer.
Actions by the movements
· AREDS initiated movements condemned this inhuman and most brutal act through press media.
· Various movements including Dalit Panthers, Tamil Nadu Dalit Women Movement in which SWATE is a member condemned this act, and took a state level rally and public meet demanding justice for the victims and to take immediate actions against the brutes.
 Due to this pressure from the various regions in Tamil Nadu, state government took necessary actions against the criminals. Still upper castes continue to ostracize Dalits in Thinniam village.
